
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee 

 
Date:      4th March 2019 

 
Title: Cemetery Public Consultation 
 
Purpose of the Report: To provide Members with the timescale 

and procedure for the Cemetery Public 
Consultation embedding the principles of 
the Town Council’s Community 
Engagement Strategy.  

 
Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 

Environmental Services  
 

Corporate Aim/s   
Leighton-Linslade Town 
Council Five Year Plan & 
Objectives 2019-2024 
 
Objective 30 –  
“To continue to provide 
excellent play equipment 
across the parish and to 
expand the range of 
accessible play equipment 
available.” 

Implications:   

Financial √ 157/GE has already approved 
up to £10,000 

Human Resources  None 

Operational/Service 
delivery 

 None 

Procedural/Legal  None 

Risk/Health and Safety  None 

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1 Should Members be minded, to support the proposal to:- 
 
1.2 To note the report. 
 



   
 

1.3 To approve and endorse the timescale of the public consultation on the 
matter of grave re-use and using the available space within a used grave 
and the process as set out in the attached Gantt chart. 

 
2 BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 In accordance with the Town Council’s Community Engagement Strategy 2018, 

effective and meaningful community engagement is at the heart of the 
Government’s Localism agenda: driving towards a provision of better services, 
a stronger public realm and a more cohesive and sustainable communities. 

 
2.2  The cemetery public consultation sets out an approach to the way in which the 

Town Council wishes to engage with this sensitive subject matter. It is proposed 
that a 90 day consultation be started week commencing 3rd June ’19. 

 
2.3  The Town Council will seek views from as many residents and stakeholders as 

possible and we will also seek to work with key partners to proactively engage 
and promote a listening culture. 

 
3. AIMS  
 
3.1 The aim of the cemetery public consultation is to explain that with the increase 

in the population within the town, the demand for burials would be likely to 
increase and alternative uses of the existing cemeteries would have to be 
implemented if our residents wish to be buried within the parish. 

 
3.2 The public consultation will look at the matters of grave re-use and using the 

available space within a used grave and will seek the view of local residents, 
stakeholders and interested parties.   

 
3.3 It is proposed that multiple engagement events will maximise the potential for 

our messages reaching our target audiences. These would take place at 
various times of the day to maximise the opportunity for residents to attend as 
set out in the attached Gantt chart. 

 
3.4 The public consultation will take a multi-channelled approach, to reach as many 

people, stakeholders and interested parties as possible. This approach will 
combine modern digital methods of engagement and traditional face to face 
events, held in the daytime, weekend and evenings across three locations; 

 
  Market (Both Tuesday and Saturday) 
  The Council Offices (Daytime, Evening and Weekend) 
  Vandyke Road Cemetery Chapel (Daytime, Evening and Weekend) 
 
4. OUTCOME AND DECISION MAKING 
 
4.1 Due to the complex and sensitive topic it is important to be aware that the final 

decision is made by Council, may not always reflect some of the views 
expressed during community engagement and consultation. However, 
notwithstanding the subject matter the democratic process cannot be 



   
 

substituted. It is Officers’ intention to present the findings of the public 
consultation of grave re-use and using the available space within a used grave 
to the September ‘19 Grounds and Environmental Services Committee for its 
consideration. 

 
5. CONCLUSION  
 
5.1 The public consultation of grave re-use and using the available space within a 

used grave will be conducted in accordance with the Town Council’s 
Community Engagement Strategy 2018. If Members are minded to approve the 
attached Gantt chart, where possible changes will be kept to a minimum.  

 


